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Nathan was born in Walla Walla, Wash-

ington, and was raised on the Rea family farm 
in Milton-Freewater, Oregon by his parents 
Dennis and Laura Rea. From a very young 
age, Nathan worked in the field with his grand-
father H.T. Rea and father planting and har-
vesting wheat and green peas. 

Nathan graduated from DeSales Catholic 
High School in Walla Walla and earned his 
degree in agriculture businesses from Wash-
ington State University in 2004. His love of his 
alma mater was not only evident in the numer-
ous WSU Cougar logos found around his 
desk, but also by his well-stated affection for 
the famous ‘‘Cougar Gold’’ cheddar cheese, a 
product produced and sold around the world 
by students at the WSU Creamery in Pullman. 
And even though the Cougs only beat my Or-
egon Ducks football team once during Na-
than’s eight years in my office, I will admit that 
Cougar Gold cheese is worthy of the praises 
Nathan and his fellow alumni so readily tout. 

While growing up on the farm, Nathan 
gained an appreciation for politics and public 
service and saw the impact that agriculture 
and trade policy had on his family and com-
munity. When he opened the Milton Freewater 
Valley Herald one morning and saw an open-
ing for an internship in my Washington, D.C. 
office, he applied and was soon off to our na-
tion’s capital. 

The work ethic that Nathan learned on the 
farm was seen from day one when he started 
in my office. His first full day in D.C. was on 
a Saturday, but rather than tour the sights as 
he had planned, Nathan opted to pitch in with 
the team. He spent the better part of that day 
in ‘‘The Cage’’ helping fold thousands of out-
going constituent letters and get my mail out 
the door. It definitely wasn’t the glamorous 
start that he may have expected! 

Nathan rose quickly through the ranks in our 
office. He was hired on full time as a staff as-
sistant after a few short months as an intern 
and was later promoted to Legislative Cor-
respondent, Legislative Assistant, and Legisla-
tive Director. 

He served the people of Oregon’s Second 
District—and the country—with his firm grasp 
of policy issues that mattered to people back 
home—from promoting Oregon’s wonderful 
agriculture around the world to putting people 
back to work in the woods to expanding Amer-
ican energy. 

If something needed to be done in our of-
fice, Nathan would do it. No job was too big 
or too small—from negotiating landmark legis-
lation to hiring and mentoring young staffers to 
greeting visiting Oregonians. 

One of Nathan’s side hobbies is photog-
raphy. Nathan was always looking for the per-
fect shot—for committee hearings, for World 
War II veterans on an Honor Flight, or for his 
family. In early 2009 during an Energy and 
Commerce hearing on the salmonella out-
break, I held up a canister of contaminated 
products and asked the manufacturer if he 
was willing to eat his own product. Nathan 
captured this exchange with an excellent 
photo that was ultimately used by national 
media outlets and was seen all over the coun-
try. 

Nathan leaves my office with a long list of 
accomplishments as well as friends who highly 
admire him. But most importantly, he leaves 
with his wonderful family. Nathan met Emily 
shortly after he was hired in my office, and 
they married in 2010. A native of Akron, Ohio, 

Emily is a child and adolescent psychologist. 
She has served the children and families of 
combat injured service members as part of 
Operation BRAVE Families at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center. Like Nathan, 
Emily is a true and highly dedicated public 
servant. 

Nathan is no longer a formal member of my 
staff, but he’ll always be a highly valued mem-
ber of Team Walden. We miss Nathan’s intel-
lect, humor and care. I am certain that he will 
continue to exhibit in his local community the 
values he showed on my team—Eastern Or-
egon values like hard work, service, and loy-
alty. 

In a special address to Congress on Janu-
ary 9, 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
said ‘‘The proper role of government, however, 
is that of a partner with the farmer—never his 
master. By every possible means we must de-
velop and promote that partnership—to the 
end that agriculture may continue to be a 
sound, enduring foundation for our economy 
and that farm living may be a profitable and 
satisfying experience.’’ As Nathan departed 
Washington, D.C. after many years of utilizing 
his expertise in agriculture to improve our na-
tion’s policies—efforts often met by others’ 
misunderstanding of agriculture—he was very 
well suited to fully appreciate President Eisen-
hower’s noble thoughts. Whether working in 
Congress or from the family farm, Nathan Rea 
will make his community a better place and 
represent his industry with honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to invite our col-
leagues to join me in thanking Nathan and his 
family for their service to the people of Oregon 
and the country, and wish them the very best 
of luck as they make their new life back home 
in Oregon. 
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FOR THE RAINBOW THERA-
PEUTIC RIDING CENTER 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 26, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the volunteers with the Rainbow 
Therapeutic Riding Center. 

Established in 1985, the Rainbow Thera-
peutic Riding Center offers equestrian activi-
ties to help Prince William County area citi-
zens who are facing mental health or physical 
challenges. In an age where technological 
breakthroughs dominate medicine and where 
urbanization dominates our surroundings, the 
Rainbow Center has worked diligently to pre-
serve horse-riding not only as a simple form of 
leisure, but also as a pleasurable means of fa-
cilitating the improvement of physical and 
mental health for many of our citizens. 

It is my honor to enter into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the names of the volunteers 
with the Rainbow Therapeutic Riding Center: 

April Braun, Leigh Bravo, Larry Conneen, 
Debbie Cosby, Montana Crawford, Nicole 
Creedon, Sharon Croft, Meagan Curtis, Thom-
as Dabney, Nicole Dabney, Shane Dalton, 
Veronica Demarest, Adele Dennis, Emily 
Dixon, Carlo Domingo, Natasha Dziarnows, 
Kristina Ferrell, Rose Flanery, Jennifer Fowler, 
Kaitlyn Fowler, Samantha Fox, Caroline 
Gellene, Maddie Gierber, VeeDeanya 

Goodgion, AJ Handy, Alex Hickey, Cassie 
Hickey, Ellen Hill, Abby Hitt, Christine Hutch-
inson, Susan Jefferies, Marilyn Keeler, Hailey 
Kemp, Shirley Kossoy, Amber Kozavac, 
Samantha Lebley, Marie Lerch, MaryBeth 
Lerch, Ellen Linder, Tatiana Link, Stan Living-
ston, Susan Livingston, Carin Lodell, Nick 
Londino, Nicholas Londino, Natalie Lutsky, 
Jenny Lyons, Jordan McCloskey, Susan 
Mcclure, Rileigh Mcclure, Kelly Mcgillivray, 
Sandy McGushin, Kim Millspaugh, Kyra Min, 
John Moser, Ellen Mullen, James Mullen, Sue 
Murphy, Judy Musa, Saundra O’Connell, Glo-
ria O’Connor, Laurie Olivieri, Natalie Pinto, 
Tori Plumley, Mackie Radar, Diane Ramee, 
Susan Roberts, Elizabeth Schwitz, Meagan 
Searles, Larry Shane, Micaela Shrauder, Pat 
Sodo, Maril Sowa, Emily Steadman, Eliza 
Stelmack, Susan Sykes, Tyler Walker, Sharyn 
Walker Kapp, Leighann Whitley and Karen 
Zipper. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending the volunteers for the 
Rainbow Therapeutic Riding Center for their 
work preserving equestrian activities in North-
ern Virginia and engaging citizens struggling 
with mental and physical challenges. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MINNESOTA 
TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 26, 2013 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to pay tribute to the founders, members and 
many volunteers of the Minnesota Transpor-
tation Museum on the 50th anniversary of the 
museum. Based in the historic Jackson Street 
railroad roundhouse in Saint Paul, Minnesota, 
the museum plays a vital role in preserving 
and interpreting the history of Minnesota’s 
transportation systems. The museum allows 
the public to learn about more about how our 
state has grown, and experience first-hand the 
vintage rail cars, trains and buses that have 
helped move and transform our state. 

From its inception, the Minnesota Transpor-
tation Museum has been a one-of-a-kind mu-
seum, with six operating sites. The museum 
was first formed to save a single streetcar, 
Twin City Rapid Transit (TCRT) #1300, as it 
was only one of two that survived completely 
intact after TCRT was abandoned in 1954. 
Following restoration of #1300 to operating 
condition, it was decided that the streetcar 
would be returned to service for the public. 
The streetcar began making regular trips on a 
remaining stretch of the streetcar route in the 
southwest suburbs of Minneapolis. More than 
ten thousand people clamored aboard the car 
during the first several days of operation help-
ing to propel the museum down the track to 
early success. 

Between 1981 through 1985 the Minnesota 
Transportation Museum ran a series of short 
steam excursions and shuttle operations in the 
Twin Cities area, including destinations in New 
Brighton, Stillwater, Lilydale, and Northfield, 
Minnesota. These operations spurred annual 
town celebrations that brought communities to-
gether to share and celebrate vision of the 
museum. Like many nonprofit organizations, 
the museum has encountered challenges, but 
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